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Tedruary 13, 1938 
TRUS PEADING 
CODE GRAY 
DECODED FY AAM 


AMEMS ASSY 
NAVEING 
February 12, 2, P- - 


I repeat for your information following telegram from the Department 
as well as Tokyo's 75 Fotruary 4, 12, noon and Department's 33 February 
2, 5, p. m. to Toxyo: from the Department " 59 February 7, 6, Pe Me 
Tokyo's 75 February 4, 12, noon which was repeated to Shanghai. 


Please instruct circular instructions to endeavor to furnish the 
Embassy at Tokyo with the specific data mentioned in the last paracragn of 
Tokyo's telegraa under reference, 


In this connection the Departnent has informed Tokyo as follows: 8 


" The Department approves of the supplementary orel representations 
made by you. 


The Department is asking the Zubassy at Hankow to endeavor to furnis) 
you with the specific data mentioned in the last paragrack of your tele- 
grem uncer reference. 


The Department considers that there should be kept in mind the dis- 
tinction between representations of a genoral character such as those to 
which your telegram under reference refers,and which seek observence of 
princivles covering the two pointe enumerated. in the Departnent's #26 of 
Tebruery 2, 5, D- %. ané reports that @eal with the concrete settlement of 
svecific cases. As some of the evidence which you may have occasion to 
present to the Toreign Office in support of your generel representations 
may also be concerned with that for which a local settlement is being 
sought »etween contracting partier the presentation of which to the 
Japanese Government for main settlement murt await investigation and ex- 
amination, it is believed that you should mate this point clear to the 
Foreign Office in oréer to avoid possible misunderstandin«. HULL" From 
Tokyo "75 Februery 4, 12, noon Department's 33 February 2, 5, p. Mm. loot- 
ing of American property by Japanese forces in Chine. 


(one) I hanéed a formal note to the Minister of Foreign Affairs at 
nine o'clock this morning reviewing the reports of depredations and pre- 
senting the substance of the final paragraph of the Department's in- 
structions. 


(two) Having received from the Department no comment on my supple- 

mentary oral representations made to the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
(17) our 34 January 17, 1p.m. encroe.ch I assume that they 
were not Gisapproved and I therefore took an eoually strong attitude in 
my talk with Hirote. today. I told hin that the data which I was now 
presenting in our note effectually disproved the reports which had come 
to me from Japanese sources that we were Gevending upon Chinese informa- 
tion for our informetion and I said that we wero now giving certain areci: 
datos on which looting had. beon obnorved by Anerican Gitizens. I spole of 
the steady mounting evidence of Japa.tne depzecatronn wich was coming 
before the American public; that the irtleauma.’.oe effects of tris evidence 
ghould not be ovarleoros oF nism wed enc bat tho ~uhtones ec bie 
American peoyle was aol snexnasetiblo, I aid to the Minister cace again 
in etrong taves ne > wae secoming ipe.snat net? cLavurbrd et tne 
situation asi one irtme muttout fer Tagunecc American” Ler done 
: 4 Cnr ay 


the Minisic« fo7 2 pts--? starve hice whe 4u 


in revly «0 its assucovions One exper 35.0% 9 
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(three) The Minister said that the strictest poocible instructions had 
gone out from General Eersdquarters to be handed down to ell Commanders in 
China to the effect that these conredatione mst cease and that Major General 
Eomma had been cent to Nankine to investigate and to ensure compliance, 
Firota said that he confidentially expects the immediate cessation of such 
looting, Fe furthermore authorized me to inform you that in the light of the 
investigations now being carried out full indemnificntion will be made for 
losses and damares inflicted, 


(four) With regard to reports of the desacratuib of the American fleg 
detailed account said that the Japenese Authorities had as yet been unable to 
confirm these reports. 


I trust that the Denartnont will arronge that I be furnishei with 
specific data preferably supported by affidavite from American citizens, In 
this connection please sce my 16 January 10, 10. a, m, paragraph number two" 
Denartment's 33 to Tokyo "Following is the Department's telegram number 33 
February 2, 5, p. m. to me “ With reference to Shrnghai's 142 of January 26, 
3, Pp. mM. reoorting looting of American vronerty at Soochow and Hangchow the 
Department traneamite for your information the following telegram received fror 
YW. G. Cram General Secretary Boaré of Missions M. FE, Church South: " Bishop 
4rthur J, Moore in charge missions of Methodist Spiscopal South in China cabli: 
from Shanghai thet he has visited Soochow where wa have large holdings in- 
Cluding Soochow University and Laura Eaygood School for girls. He reports al’ 
buildings looted four buildings bonbead Japnaneee occupying others using new 
chapel of Laura Hayfood as horse steble, He has protested to Americen Consul 
Shenghni end advisos we make ropresentation to you. I res»vectfully request 
you take euch action as you deom advisable and effective". 


These two telecrams ere merely illuctrative of the nunerous complaints 
that are being received by the Depertuent of the utter @isregard shown by 
Japanere ermed forces for American property in Chine, 


Department desires that you adererne a formal note to the Foreign Office 
as under instructions from your government! calling attention to these 
numerous incidents es illustrated by these end other reports which have been 
sent to you and etating that your government finds it imposeible to reconcile 
these lawless acts directed against American Miesionary propertics with the 
essvrancen repeatedly given by the Japenese Government that American proverty 
and intercsts in Chinn will be in the future respected by the armed forces 
ot “ea Japanere Governient; thet it appeare thai theee incidents have 
ocem_ed with the knowledce and rome indeed in the presence of Japanese 
officials while others such as the occupency of mission properties by 
Japenese troops were oresumably by the express Girection of Military officers: 
that; that arbitrary entry and occupation together with pilfering looting and 
wanton destruction of property can in no sense be regarded as acts of a 
character to be expected from a properly controlled military organization; 
that __ Aseumes that the Japanese Government in no wise approves 
or condones euch lewlessneses and expects assurances from the Japinese Govern- 
ment (one) that it will take immediate and specific steps to put an end to 
the depredations of Ansricen properties and (two) that it will meke full and 
complete indemnification for all losses and damages inflicted MULL" GREW" 


Plense be guided by instructions contained in the Department's telegram 


59 February 7, 6, p. m in vroviding Tolgro with specific data mentioned in 
its 75 February 4, 12, noon 
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